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in the middle of the second century B.C. and enlarged soon after-
wards by the addition of an outer stone envelope with the usual
stone railing and umbrella at its truncated summit. The stone box
which supported the shaft of the umbrella presumably contained a
portion of the Buddha relics secured from the original brick stupa.
The next addition was the lofty ground balustrade of stone, a per-
fectly plain copy of a wooden fence, which, according to numerous
inscriptions engraved upon it, was presented by various votaries,
each subscribing the cost of an upright post, a cross bar, a coping
stone, etc. To the same period belongs the extensive stone pave-
ment around this stupa. The richly decorated gateways of the
lower railing and the smaller balustrades flanking the berm and the
staircases were added under the dynasty of the Andhras, circa 70 B.C,
The bulk of the reliefs on the gateways and on the smaller balus-
trades are the products of the local Malwa school of sculpture, which
flourished during the Sunga period and which exercised consider-
able influence in Central and Western India and in Hindustan.
On behalf of the Archaeological Survey of India these reliefs were
subjected to an intensive study by Mons. A. Foucher, and his
detailed account of them appeared in Sir John Marshall's three-
volume monograph entitled The Monuments of Sanchl (1938).

There were many monuments built in course of time around the
Great Stupa, including stupas, memorial pillars and temples. The
stupas date some from the middle of the second century B.C., some
from the Gupta period, and others of small size belong to the
seventh and succeeding centuries. The memorial pillars which stood
on the main terrace bear interesting epigraphical documents. In
many cases these determine the date of the pillar, but it is also
possible to determine the period of construction from the design
and material employed. Similarly, the temples, or monasteries, that
range in date from the early Gupta period to the tenth or eleventh